Visiting Author Workshops for Middle-Grade Students
Patti M. Walsh

presents hour-long, hands-on workshops
that engage middle-school students and their parents in
themes presented in Ghost Girl.
Workshops are introduced by and followed with brief
readings from Ghost Girl. Participants are encouraged,
but not obligated, to do the readings.
All materials are provided.
Copies of Ghost Girl are available for purchase.
•

Chart Your Own Immram
Using drawn or traced pictures, participants will select 17 persons (real or imaginary) to
accompany them on a journey (immram). They will identify a destination or a goal,
challenges to achieving their goal, and islands of refuge where they can rest.

•

Ghost Stories
Share favorite ghost stories by drawing them or creating collages. This will lead into a
discussion of the ghosts in Ghost Girl and the meaning of the title.

•

Family Histories
What does your name mean? Where is your family from? Do you have any famous
ancestors? Do you have a family story, legend, or a religious story of a journey?
Participants will draw pictures or create collages.

•

Amazing Labyrinths
Mazes are puzzles with one path from beginning to end that is complicated by dead ends
and blind alleys. They involve logical (left-brain) choices. Labyrinths have only one path
to the center and out again. They involve intuition, creativity, and imagery (right-brain tasks).
In this workshop, participants will solve mazes and trace a finger labyrinth, a technique that
may help children relax or concentrate when they are sad, anxious, or scared.

•

Creating Magic with Thaumatropes
A thaumatrope is an optical toy made from attaching a disk with a picture on each side to
string. When the string is twirled between the fingers, the two pictures appear as one.
Participants will make a thaumatrope and use it to discuss magic. This may serve to launch
a discussion of magical realism.

•

The Weary Traveler
Dim the room and tell the story of “The Weary Traveler,” complete with candle or flashlight
and character idiosyncrasies.
Suggested Sections to Be Read Aloud

•
•

Immram Chant
Ghost Girl

•
•

Thaumatrope
Ninth Wave

•
•

Labyrinth
The Weary Traveler

